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Twentieth Century Communism’s 
‘Local Communisms’ Conference


University of Glamorgan (ATRiuM campus, Cardiff)
Thursday June 30 & Friday July 1, 2011

Day One : Thursday June 30

Registration: 9.30 - 10.00

Keynote Speech

10.00 - 11.30:  Professor Andreas Wirsching (Institute for Contemporary History, Munich), ‘Comparing Local Communisms’ 

Where: Zen Room 

Digitising Communist Sources 

11.30 - 12.00: Dr Bernhard Bayerlein (Potsdam): Project Announcement, ‘Digitising Communist Studies and organising a resource sharing network: The International Communist Studies and Archives Portal Project (ICSAP)’

Where: Zen Room 

Lunch: 12.00 - 13.00

Parallel Sessions

Parallel Session A1: Canadian Communisms 

Chair: TBC

Time: 13.00 - 14.00

Where: CA112

· Eryk Martin (Simon Frazer University, Canada), ‘The Communist Left and the Politics of Nature in British Columbia’

· Dr John Manley (UCLAN), ‘North of McCarthyism: Canadian Communists, Anti-Communism, and the Cold War, 1945-1957’

Parallel Session A2: The ‘Hidden Hand’ in Communist East Germany

Chair: TBC

Time: 13.00 - 14.00

Where: CA115

· Professor Mike Dennis (Wolverhampton), ‘The Stasi and Sport in Communist East Germany’

· Dr Paul Maddrell (Aberystwyth), ‘The Stasi and Counter-intelligence, 1952-1989’

Parallel Session B1: Representing Communisms

Chair: TBC

Time: 14.00 - 15.00

Where: CA112

· Alison McClean (Harry Ransom Centre, Texas), ‘Artists, Poets, Spies and Assassins: The People’s Graphic Workshop and the Comintern in Mexico 1936-1940’

· Nicholas Barnett (Liverpool John Moore University), ‘British Representations of Communism in the Khrushchev Era’

Parallel Session B2: Integration and Disintegration of the Soviet Empire 

Chair: TBC

Time: 14.00 - 15.00

Where: CA115

· Paul McNamara (Galway), ‘ “Little Stalins” in Post-War Poland: The Role of Local Officials in Securing the Baltic Recovered Territories, 1945-56’

· Sevket Akyildiz (SOAS), ‘Would the Soviet Central Asians rebel against Moscow circa 1980-1991? State multiculturalism and the internalization of civic values’

Coffee break: 15.00 - 15.30 (ROOM TBC)

Session C1: South Eastern European Communisms 

Chair: TBC

Time: 15.30 - 17.00

Where: CA112

· Dr Andreas Stergiou (University of Crete), ‘Anatomy of a paradox. The Communist Party of Cyprus (AKEL)’  

· Katherine Nastovski (York University, Toronto, Canada), ‘Revisiting the Macedonian Question in the history of the CP of Greece: Revolutionary Politics and Ideologies of Oppression’

· Dr Lev Centrih (Ljubljana, Slovenia), ‘Ideological split as the precondition for the political unification. Communist People’s Front strategies in the late Kingdom of Yugoslavia’  

Session C2: Nordic Communisms 

Chair: Professor Kevin Morgan (Manchester)

Time: 15.30 - 17.00

Where: CA115

· Professor Kimmo Rentola (University of Turku, Finland), ‘Generations of Finnish Communism’ 

· Dr Ole Martin Rønning (Labour Archives and Library, Oslo, Norway), ‘The communist movements in Norway and Sweden - a comparative approach’

· Professor Tauno Saarela (University of Helsinki), ‘The challenge of Finnish communism ‘White Finland’, 1918-1930’ 

Conference Meal

Time: from 19.00

Where: TBC 

Day Two : Friday 1 July

Session 1A: Communism and Islam

Chair: Professor Sharif Gemie

Time: 10.00 - 11.30

Where: CA112

· Dr Ben Fowkes (London): exact title TBC

· Professor Bülent Gökay (Keele): exact title TBC

Session 2A: Communism in the Spanish Speaking World: Spain & Mexico

Chair: TBC

Time: 10.00 - 11.30

Where: CA115

· Dr Bernhard H. Bayerlein (Potsdam),‘The general-strike of the rural workers in Estremadura, Andalucia (Huelga de Campesinos) and the Partido Comunista de España in 1934/35’

· Dr Tim Rees (Exeter), ‘Catalan and Communist? The Spanish Communist Party and Regional Identities’

· William Booth (London), ‘Hegemonic Nationalism, Subordinate Marxism: The Case of Mexico’  

Session 2: German Communisms: From Weimar to World War

Chair: TBC

Time: 11.30 - 13.30

Room: CA115

· Professor Bill Pelz (Chicago), 'Perspectives and Approaches: The Case of the KPD'

· Sebastian Zehetmair (University of Augsburg), ‘Disputed commemoration: the Bavarian Council Republic, the experience of local militants and the politics of the history of the KPD’

· Dr Alix Heiniger (University of Geneva), ‘ The guidelines came from Moscow but the battlefield was in the West, German communists in France and Switzerland during WWII’

· Dr Axel Fair-Schultz (Potsdam, USA), ‘The Kuczynski-Brandeis family between NY and Germany’ 

Lunch: 13.00 - 14.00

Session 3: Celtic Communisms (I): Brittany

Chair: TBC

Time: 14.30 - 15.30

Where: CA115

· Professor Sharif Gemie (Glamorgan), ‘Peasants, Populism and Breton Culture’

· François Prigent (Rennes University), ‘Socialist and communist networks in Brittany: a comparison on the Twentieth Century (1920-1989)’

Coffee break: 15.30 – 16.00

Session 4: Celtic Communisms (II): Scotland, Wales and Ireland

Chair: Professor Sharif Gemie (Glamorgan)

Time: 15.30 - 16.45

Where: CA115

· Dr Willie Thompson (Socialist History Society), ‘Scottish Communism 1962-91: from re-growth to extinction – a personal account’

· Steve Hopkins (University of Leicester), ‘Constructing a Communist Party from Revolutionary Nationalism? The Workers’ Party of Ireland’

· Doug Jones (Aberystwyth), ‘The Communist Party of Great Britain and the Welsh Language 1936-1989’

17.15 - 17.45: Professor Kevin Morgan (Manchester), Closing Address on the Conference and the journal Twentieth Century Communism 

Where: CA115

Conference Ends 


